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	HEADLINE: The continuation of research trials and planned expansion 
	TITLE: Expand Research Plots and Maintain Existing Areas at Mid Florida Citrus Foundation
	DATE: 12/9/10
	SPONSOR: [Citrus Research and Development Foundation]
	CATEGORY: [Vector Management]
	ABSTRACT: Mid Florida Citrus Foundation (MFCF) currently supports the research efforts of scientists from the University of Florida, USDA and private industry.  The majority of research projects are conducted by UF scientists at the approximately 112 acre citrus grove.  The MFCF supports citrus research through the employment of a full time grove manager whom works closely with researchers to ensure that their projects are handled properly and that the grove is an excellent condition.  The management of this grove requires extra financial commitment as grove care cost tend to be higher than a commercial grove due to the nature of many of the research projects.  Current projects being conducted at the MFCF are Asian citrus psyllid (ACP) pesticide evaluation control trials, low volume applicator trials, windbreak evaluation, HLB nutritional programs, new and existing herbicide trials, variety and rootstock evaluation trials.  The MFCF is in the process of expanding grove to allow  more research work to be conducted.  This was made possible due to the fact that the MFCF received an EQIP grant from the NRCS.  This past summer 13 acres were planted for new research trials, which included an HLB trial,  multiple new  herbicide trials and new variety evaluations.  Additionally windbreaks were established for new and future citrus research blocks.  Current plans call for the establishment of 30 additional acres of research citrus trials for the purpose of young tree psyllid control research, evaluation of new psyllid control products, economic study on rooted cuttings, evaluation of miticides and herbicides and large block planting of experimental early orange.  
	FIRST: Ryan
	LAST: Atwood
	EMAIL: raatwood@ufl.edu
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	ORGANIZATION: UF/IFAS/Extension
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	DURATION: 3
	YEAR: 2
	FUNDS: 50000.00
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