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	TITLE: Reducing fruit drop by altering hormonal responses within the tree through nutritional and hormonal therapies: a mechanistic affordable approach 
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	ABSTRACT: 1. Please state project objectives and what work was done this quarter to address them:Specific objectives are:1) To determine the right timing for Zn and K treatments to minimize fruit drop.Analysis of auxin content in Valencia and Hamlin is continuing. We had some delay as the kits for analysis come from the UK, and there was some delay at their end. In Valencia we see IAA increase around late February following Zn+K treatment. We are treating this year again in Febrary to confirm this increase in IAA, that supports our hypothesis that maintaining high auxins at the end of maturation will result in better fruit retention, and that this can achieved with Zn treatment.2) To determine effects of GA3 and 2,4D applications on fruit retention when applied at different times during fruit development.The new set of treatments has started after selection of the plots has been done in this quarter.3) To develop a strong and proactive outreach program.-Citrus Nutrition Day, Update on Zn and K research.  Jan 22 Lake Alfred.-All in for Citrus podcast interview. Update on Zn and K research. January 172. Please state what work is anticipated for next quarter:We asked and got a non cost extension so we can finish the treatments and analysis in Valencia in these next two quarters. We will be harvesting Valencia by March/April and we will have the analysis finalized by July. At least one paper will result from this study3. Please state budget status (underspend or overspend, and why):Budget continues on track 
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