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	ABSTRACT:  
 
Objective: Produce ~30 Bt transgenic events from each of three different vectors in ‘Early Valencia 1’ (EV1), ‘Valencia F-55-4’ (ValF), and US942 cultivars for field trials.
 
To generate Bt transgenics, the lab is carrying out the full set of processes required for tree production, including seeding, transplanting, budding, transformations, PCR, micrografting, and secondary grafting. Once plants are established, confirming transgenesis is essential. Because reporter genes are not used, precision during transformation is critical to avoid false positives.
 
Transformations have been conducted using the pC101-35S-AA1 and pC101-35S-NAA1 vectors on ValF, EV1, and US942. Numerous positive shoots have already undergone micrografting and secondary grafting, and these plants require several weeks of growth before tissue can be collected for confirmation.
 
Plant confirmation will be performed using PCR, nptII immunostrips, or ELISA, followed by qPCR. Transformations will continue until 30 surviving, confirmed-positive plants of each type have successfully undergone micrografting and secondary grafting.
 
The necesary space has been made in greenhouse for growing plants as we are expected to transfer our first set of transgenic seedlings from the mature transformation lab into a greenhouse setting during the week of Sept 15..
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