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	TITLE: CRDF Rootstock Trial - Continuation
	DATE: 11/14/2025
	ORGANIZATION: UF/IFAS SWFREC
	CONTRACT: 21-032
	DURATION: 2
	YEAR: 1
	EMAIL: ualbrecht@ufl.edu
	INSTRUCTIONS: 
	SPONSOR: [Citrus Research and Development Foundation]
	CATEGORY: [Horticultural & Management]
	PERIOD: Quarterly
	LAST: Albrecht
	FIRST: Ute
	PHONE: 239-658-3422
	ABSTRACT: 1. Please state project objectives and what work was done this quarter to address them:
 
This project was initiated by CRDF in 2021 to compare the performance of the most promising rootstocks from the UF and USDA breeding programs and other rootstocks, with the Albrecht program assisting with planting and other tasks. The project suffered several major setbacks (including trial destructions from hurricanes, grower collaborators ceasing production, etc.) and only one trial (Wise Block, near Babson Park, Peace River Packing), containing Valencia trees on 13 different rootstocks, remains. Trees were planted in May 2023 and all received IPCs upon planting. IPCs were removed after 18 month (November 2024). Starting in 2025, the new objectives are to compare rootstock effects with and without the systemic delivery of OTC following IPC removal in this trial. 
 
Trees were injected 6 months after IPC removal (May 2025) under our supervision together with a commercial injection crew. Injected trees received 0.275 g/50 ml OTC per tree, administered on one side into the rootstock trunk using an 11/64" injector tip. Trees looked very healthy at the time of injection, and no phytotoxicity was observed following OTC delivery.
 
Tree size measurements were conducted. Among the best looking trees in terms of size are US-812, US-1284, UFR-5, and X-639. Leaf samples were collected before injection and 3 months after injection for CLas titer analysis, and trees were inspected for HLB symptoms.  
 
2. Please state what work is anticipated for next quarter:
 
 We will collect leaf samples for CLas detection and assess HLB symptoms.
 
  
3. Please state budget status (underspend or overspend, and why):
 
 The budget is as expected.
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