CITRUS ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM
QUARTERLY & FINAL PROGRESS REPORT FORM: Control of Citrus Greening, Canker & Emerging Diseases of Citrus

September 2025 Q Quarterly Report Q Final

Proposal Title

Evaluation of Potential HLB Tolerant Grapefruit Rootstock/Scion Combinations in Florida

Today’s Date ~ Sponsoring Organization (drop-down) Category (drop down)

’ 12/16/2025 | Citrus Research and Development Foundation Plant Improvement

ABSTRACT (Executive Summary-public report-do not disclose proprietary information or intellectual property)
1. Please state project objectives and what work was done this quarter to address them:

The overall goal is to discover which of the seven (7) grapefruit scion and six (6) rootstock combinations planted in 41
blocks perform well under the endemic HLB disease pressure in Florida. The objectives are to 1) measure tree growth
(using drone technology) and ratings of canopy thickness, yellowing, and HLB disease symptom severity, and 2) estimate
fruit drop and tree yields as they come into production through preharvest fruit counts and measurement of fruit weight,
size distribution and fruit quality from representative fruit samples.

Work done this reporting period:

All data from the fruit index was imported and analyzed. The statistician who was under the project retired, and all
guestions were redirected to the Statistical Unit at the University of Florida in Gainesville. The analysis model was
revisited, and an analysis code was developed.

Data from the last drone flight was extracted, and are being analyzed.

The personnel involved in the project has been separated from the project, as the funds dedicated to salary were depleted.
2. Please state what work is anticipated for next quarter:

We expect to complete the analysis of the entire drone data acquired since 2023, plus all the disease indexes, fruit count
and previous biometric measurements data for a publication.

3. Please state budget status (underspend or overspend, and why):

Spending on track - Pl to request a second no-cost extension for publication purposes.
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