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	TITLE: OTC Directed Research Solicitation: Use of CRDF Rootstock Trial Locations for Testing Bactericides Inserted into Trees Through Systemic Delivery Devices
	DATE: 10/14/2025
	ORGANIZATION: UF/IFAS SWFREC
	CONTRACT: 23-005
	DURATION: 3
	YEAR: 3
	EMAIL: ualbrecht@ufl.edu
	INSTRUCTIONS: 
	SPONSOR: [Citrus Research and Development Foundation]
	CATEGORY: [Horticultural & Management]
	PERIOD: Quarterly
	LAST: Albrecht
	FIRST: Ute
	PHONE: 239-658-3422
	ABSTRACT: 1. Please state project objectives and what work was done this quarter to address them:
 
Main objective: To determine the large-scale efficacy of trunk injection of OTC on citrus tree health, fruit quality, and yield in existing rootstock trials in three different commercial growing environments. Sub-objectives: a) test the efficacy of OTC injection in the rootstock trunk compared to injection into the scion, and b) determine whether OTC injection increases/restores root densities and if there are interactions with the rootstock. 
We continued to monitor the trees, collected leaf samples for CLas titer analysis, performed DNA extractions and PCR analyses, and analyze data. 
Selected results were included in presentations at the ASHS, and the Citrus Expo in Tampa.  
 
2. Please state what work is anticipated for next quarter: 
We will conduct more leaf collections for CLas titer analysis and continue with PCR analyses and statistical data analyses. 

3. Please state budget status (underspend or overspend, and why):
The budget is mostly as expected.
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