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	Month: [February]
	Year: [2026]
	TITLE: Evaluation of Commercially Available Chemicals for use in Trunk Injection of Citrus
	DATE: 2/13/26
	SPONSOR: [Citrus Research and Development Foundation]
	CATEGORY: [CLas Bacteria]
	PERIOD: Quarterly
	ABSTRACT: 1. Please state project objectives and what work was done this quarter to address them: The objectives of this project are to evaluate commercially available chemicals for their effectiveness when trunk-injected into citrus and to compare different formulations to identify the most promising and practical options. This quarter, progress focused on coordination, preparation, and scientific review prior to Phase 1 implementation. I remained actively engaged in Grove First molecule meetings and maintained communication with collaborating researchers. We discussed the effectiveness of selected molecules with respect to their potential movement through the phloem, reviewed relevant findings reported in the literature, and evaluated safety considerations prior to procurement and field application. Internal team training was conducted to standardize tree grading and measurement protocols to ensure consistent data collection once injections begin. I met with Dr. Lukas Hallman to coordinate chemical procurement logistics. Based on timing and coordination considerations, Phase 1 trunk injections were delayed until March to ensure materials and safety procedures are fully aligned. All preparations are complete and the project is ready to initiate injections next month.
 
 2. Please state what work is anticipated for next quarter: Perform Phase 1 trunk injections, document compound uptake, monitor canopy health, and begin post-injection data collection. Organize initial data and prepare for Phase 2 planning based on early observations.
 
3. Please state budget status (underspend or overspend, and why): Underspend. Chemical procurement and laboratory expenditures were delayed with the shift in injection timing. The project remains within budget, with major expenses anticipated next quarter.
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