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	TITLE: Evaluation of Potential HLB Tolerant Grapefruit Rootstock/Scion Combinations in Florida
	DATE: 04/15/2026
	ORGANIZATION: University of Florida - Indian River REC
	CONTRACT: 23-003
	DURATION: 2
	YEAR: 2
	EMAIL: ritenour@ufl.edu
	INSTRUCTIONS: 
	SPONSOR: [Citrus Research and Development Foundation]
	CATEGORY: [ACP Vector]
	PERIOD: Quarterly
	LAST: Ritenour
	FIRST: Mark
	PHONE: 772-577-7376
	ABSTRACT: 1. Please state project objectives and what work was done this quarter to address them:
 The overall goal is to discover which of the seven (7) grapefruit scion and six (6) rootstock combinations planted in 41 blocks perform well under the endemic HLB disease pressure in Florida. The objectives are to 1) measure tree growth (using drone technology) and ratings of canopy thickness, yellowing, and HLB disease symptom severity, and 2) estimate fruit drop and tree yields as they come into production through preharvest fruit counts and measurement of fruit weight, size distribution and fruit quality from representative fruit samples. 
 
Work done:
Data extracted from the drone is 90% done - a couple of blocks are still to be extracted. The statistical model was determined and the manuscript is in preparation. 
 
 
2. Please state what work is anticipated for next quarter:
Finalization of the manuscript for submittion.
 
 
 
3. Please state budget status (underspend or overspend, and why):
Spending on track. 
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