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	TITLE: Transmission of the emerging citrus pathogen cytoplasmic citrus leprosis virus by endemic mites
	DATE: 
	SPONSOR: [Citrus Research and Development Foundation]
	CATEGORY: [Infection Consequences]
	ABSTRACT: Transmission tests using endemic healthy Brevivalpus yothersii (syn. phoenicis) mites from Florida continued in quarantine/containment at the USDA, ARS, Foreign Disease and Weed Science Research Unit, Ft. Detrick, MD.  Two tests were completed during this quarter.  Cytoplasmic citrus leprosis infected samples were sent under permit from Colombia to the USDA, ARS, Foreign Disease and Weed Science Research Unit,  Ft. Detrick, MD. Mite transmission tests were also done at the same time by Guillermo Leon our cooperator in Colombia who is also working with the mite transmission of cytoplasmic citrus leprosis virus.  Positive transmission tests were done multiple times in Colombia.  In containment at Ft. Detrick all tests have been negative with the endemic Florida mites.  The Florida mites and the Colombian mites were identified by an expert on mite taxonomy, Dr. Ron Ochoa, as being the same species.  A manuscript describing the new cytoplasmic citrus leprosis virus from Colombia ("A Novel Virus of the Genus Cilevirus Causing Symptoms Similar to Citrus Leprosis) was published in Phytopathology, May 2013).   Contacts have been made with Mexico where another type of citrus leprosis (CiLV-N) has been detected and we are working with collaborators on characterization and transmission of this virus. 
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