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The objectives of this project are to optimize Guignardia citricarpa ascospore extraction procedures and gPCR with
automated extraction system, determine if prototype passive ascospore traps will capture a sufficient number of
Guignardia citricarpa ascospores to be an effective monitoring tool and monitor for G. citricarpa ascospores in six locations
around state.

We have designed and built prototype spore traps. The first one was placed at CREC near our Burkhard trap so that
spore counts could be compared. Once we were satisfied with the design and that we had made them so they would not
break, further traps were constructed. Six traps were deployed at different heights (0.5, 1.0, and 1.5 m) near our Burkhard
traps in the Immokalee area. We were only able to use 2 sites because one of our Burkhard traps was struck by a mower
and is in many little pieces. We are counting the slides for the traps but it is slow because we are not able to use a dye to
better visualize the slides. We moved from Vaseline to a Silicone grease for the slides because we found spores stuck
better.

Work on the PCR has been initiated.
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