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REPORT UPDATE (650 words; provide details about your headline)

Two trees have been found growing in HLB-ravaged orchards in Guangdong and one other in Guangxi province, that
appeared to be free of HLB symptoms, while all other trees planted at the same time were either dead or declining, and
replants likewise were afflicted. The trees from Guangdong were propagated at the Guangdong Institute of Fruit Tree
Research facilities, and are being grown to conduct new tests of their reaction to HLB following deliberate inoculations.
These original source trees have been tested twice after propagation using standard RT-PCR protocols, and they remain
PCR negative for HLB; recent RT-PCR tests on the propagated trees have likewise proven to be HLB-negative. Two
propagations of one of the selections have been replanted in an infected orchard location. The tree in Guangxi has been
transplanted to a protected location in Guilin, at the Guangxi Citrus Research Institute; recently propagations of it have been
shared with our colleagues in Guangdong and planted there in a field challenge.

To expand further our search for survivors, and to continue to learn about Chinese citrus industry adjustments in response to
HLB, we have established contact and good communication with a citrus extension specialist in the Fujian Provincial
Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Mr. Li, Jian. This contact will provide us access to Fujian, another very seriously
HLB-affected region of China. Mr. Li is very familiar with the local industry, and production areas and practices. He is aware
of the goals of our collaborative project with scientists in Guangdong and Guangxi, and he is enthusiastically interested to
aid us in participation. Plans are being discussed for a possible visit to Fujian sometime within the next 6 months, and
follow-up visits to Guangdong and/or Guangxi. This trip seems central to encouraging the continuation of the collaboration,
and to participate in planning experiments for a more in-depth analysis of the nature and underlying mechanisms of these
apparent resistant phenotypes, and most importantly to confirm that the resistance persists following further propagation and
inoculation with HLB.
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