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	CATEGORY: [Other]
	DATE: 11/2/2009
	HEADLINE: Status Report for the Southern Gardens Diagnostic Laboratory
	TITLE: Providing Additional Support for the Southern Gardens Diagnostic Laboratory
	PI: Michael Irey
	ABSTRACT: The Southern Gardens Diagnostic Lab started receiving grower samples on October 31, 2006.  Through September 30, 2009, the lab has processed and tested 106,329 grower samples, 15,327 internal leaf samples and 3,107 psyllid samples for a total of 124,763 samples for all sources combined.  Through the third quarter of 2009, the lab has received 30,185 grower samples and has run and reported on 36,462 grower samples.  For the same period of 2008 the lab had received and run 29,881 and 30,735 grower samples, respectively.  The discrepancy between the number received and the number run for 2009 is due to the backlog of samples that the lab experienced during late 2008 that were carried over to 2009.  Although the number of samples through the 3rd quarter of 2009 is similar to that of 2008, based on the sample volume for the latest 3 months it appears that more samples will be received during 2009 than during 2008.  The average number of grower samples received per month during the third quarter of 2008 averaged 3,231/month whereas the number of grower samples received during the third quarter of 2009 was 4,843/month or a 50% increase over the third quarter in 2008.  

Compared to 2008, the lab has become more efficient during 2009 with the same number of personnel.  The average number of grower samples processed per month through the first three quarters of 2008 was 3,415 where as for the same three quarters of 2009 the average number of samples processed was 4,051, or a increase of 19%.  A new biologist has recently been hired on FCPRAC funds that will allow us increase the maximum capacity of the lab and to close the gap between the volume of samples received and the number of samples run.

In addition to the standard plant samples received from the growers, a number of growers have started to send psyllid samples in to the lab.  We are developing standard laboratory data handling procedures that will facilitate the submission of insect samples and the data reporting of results from psyllid samples.  Although results from plant samples are kept confidential (with respect to source and results), it is expected that the data from the psyllid samples will be made available to the industry (with respect to region, % infection, and seasonality) so that growers can better make control decisions.

The laboratory has also provided training to laboratory personnel from a number of other states and countries.  Training has been provided to personnel from California, Florida, Argentina, Belize, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, and Mexico.
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