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	HEADLINE: A novel method for efficient inoculation of trees with the HLB 
	TITLE: A novel method for efficient inoculation of trees with the HLB bacterium
	DATE: 7/12/2012
	SPONSOR: [Citrus Research and Development Foundation]
	CATEGORY: [Culture, Molecular Biology, Koch's Postulates]
	ABSTRACT: The main objective of this proposal is to develop a novel method for inoculation of experimental citrus plants with HLB that would provide an excellent alternative to the existing methods by overcoming the disadvantages of the latter approaches and allowing high throughput inoculations with a greater certainty of pathogen transmission for various research purposes. 

We are using a Pulse Micro Dose Injection System (PMDIS) to develop a new method for rapid and efficient inoculation of plants with HLB. A positive outcome of our preliminary experiments suggested a feasibility of further adaptation of the PMDIS system for HLB inoculations. This is a new project and the funds for this project are currently being released. The research in in progress. We already have designated personal who would conduct the proposed research. Plant material that will be used in this project is being prepared. Using plant material that is already available (existing HLB-infected plants that are used as inoculum source and healthy plants that are used for inoculations) we are setting up initial trial inoculations.   
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