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	Todays Date: Futch
	Organization: University of Florida
	CATEGORY: [Management]
	DATE: 7/21/2009
	HEADLINE: Extension Grower Training
	TITLE: Citrus Grower Educational Program and Technical Field Assistance
	PI: Futch, Stephen H.
	ABSTRACT: During the second quarter of 2009, numerous activities have been conducted by the citrus extension agents to enhance grower knowledge of greening management practices via a number of venues.  
In April, the Greening Symposium was conducted in Bartow whereby 354 individuals registered to participate in the day-long educational event.  The program discussed multiple aspects of greening and its management.  All oral presentations from the event are currently available as well as most presentations being in a printed version and available at:  http://citrusagents.ifas.ufl.edu/events/Citrus_Greening_Symposium_2009/Videos/CitrusGreeningSymposium2009.htm .  
Since the April symposium, over 5,350 hits have been received relating to the symposium presentations.  This agents’ web site also has posted the presentations from the Greening Summit in April 2008 for viewing.  These presentations are a valuable resource to aid in greening education.
The extension agents’ web site posts numerous other resources, including citrus agents’ newsletters and links to enhance knowledge and resource availability.  During the quarter: 38,613 down loads were for newsletters and over 96,000 hits for the site to obtain information.
The agents have been active in conducting and presenting data obtained via various field trials.  Agents made three presentations at Florida State Horticultural Society Annual Meeting (June 2009) and are as follows: Determining Greening Infection Levels Using Multiple Survey Methods in Florida Citrus; Detection of Greening in Sprouts from Citrus Tree Stumps; and The Effect of K-phite and Salicylic Acid on Container Grown Citrus Graft Inoculated with HLB Budwood.  Information from these studies will be presented at other grower meetings as well as in various formats in the near future.
Grove visits have been conducted to assist growers with greening management in all parts of the state and exceeded 70 during this quarter.  As a result of the visits, agents have submitted 24 samples to various labs for analysis.
Current trials and studies are also being conducted and include: a) assessment of psyllid numbers using sticky traps; b) methods of plant growth regulation; c) HLB impact on fruit size; and d) various aspects of low volume applications on control of psyllids.
Additional ‘county’ or local meetings have been conducted to enhance grower knowledge and have included: HLB/Canker training; scouting for greening; and low volume application.  These program activities have involved more than 370 individuals.
A citrus grower tour has been conducted whereby growers were provided the opportunity to visit Brazil.  This tour was conducted in May 2009.  These annual events now represent the management of citrus companies exceeding 40% of the industry as well as representatives from industry publication and trade groups.
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