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	HEADLINE: Updated information received re smuggled citrus  
	TITLE: Unforbidden Fruits: Preventing Citrus Smuggling by Introducing Varieties Culturally Significant to Ethnic Communities
	DATE: 2-14-2011
	SPONSOR: [Citrus Research and Development Foundation]
	CATEGORY: [Unclassified]
	ABSTRACT: Our project aims to determine which species and varieties of citrus and citrus relatives are being smuggled into California, with the consequent risk of transmitting exotic pests and diseases; to acquire germplasm of these genotypes if they are not now legally present in California; to make sure this germplasm is pathogen-tested; to make budwood or propagating materials available for distribution through the Citrus Clonal Projection Program; and if feasible and advisable, encourage California cultivation of these commodities, so as to undercut the incentive for their smuggling.

In November 2010 we received updated information gathered by the USDA/APHIS/PPQ Smuggling Interdiction and Trade Compliance program listing seizures of citrus and citrus relatives being smuggled from foreign countries, including the plant parts concerned, quantities, countries of origin, and the states where the items were seized. We will use this data to help set our priorities as to which commodities most urgently need to be addressed by our program. The information has prompted further questions regarding its interpretation which we are pursuing in consultation with both USDA and other sources.

In November 2010 team member David Karp gave a PowerPoint talk before the California Citrus Nursery Society, explaining the program. He discussed individually with members their perceptions of the horticultural and commercial potential for local cultivation of the various smuggled species.

In January 2011 Mr. Karp attended the Huanglongbing Conference held in Orlando, Florida, where he gathered information about recent scientific discoveries germane to the project, and also about Florida sources for, cultivation of, and trade in commonly smuggled citrus and citrus relatives. He then traveled from Orlando to Homestead visiting botanical and germplasm collections, ethnic and specialty farmers, extension agents, backyard farmers, and ethnic stores, to observe, photograph and discuss the germplasm resources and cultivation of these items. Most of the relevant commodities, including curry leaf (Bergera koenigii), bael (Aegle marmelos), and woodapple (Limonia acidissima), grow and fruit more rapidly than in California in the generally warmer and more humid Florida environment.

Mr. Karp has also continued to meet with aspiring growers of citron (Citrus medica) for Jewish ritual purposes, in order to guide them to fulfill legal and regulatory requirements in introducing seeds and cuttings of this species into California.

We are currently consulting with the Citrus Research Board to determine if a consensus exists favoring distribution of curry leaf seed, in order to help facilitate the growth of California cultivation of this commodity.
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