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	HEADLINE: Unforbidden Fruits: Curry Leaf Seed Distribution Approved.
	TITLE: Unforbidden Fruits: Preventing Citrus Smuggling by Introducing Varieties Culturally Significant to                 Ethnic Communities
	DATE: 8-2-2011
	SPONSOR: [California Citrus Research Board]
	CATEGORY: [Unclassified]
	ABSTRACT: The goals of this ongoing project are to eliminate the incentive, economic and cultural, for smuggling of citrus fruits and plant parts by establishing legal sources of supply for these commodities in California and to provide education about the availability of registered pathogen-tested sources.On July 7, 2011 we received authorization from the California Citrus Research Board to proceed with our proposal to distribute seeds of Bergera koenigii, the curry leaf tree, to California citrus nurseries. This approval was granted after we provided a written description of the seed distribution protocol, which was submitted to CDFA nursery program authorities for comment and approval. Staff at the National Clonal Germplasm Repository for Citrus and Dates (NCGRCD), under the direction of Dr. Richard Lee, are currently testing curry leaf seed source trees at the UC-Riverside Citrus Variety Collection for seed-transmissible pathogens, using real-time PCR tests to test for huanglongbing (HLB), and conventional PCR for citrus leaf blotch virus, psorosis, and xylella (CVC). Approximately 1,000 seeds were previously collected by staff at the NCGRCD, and assuming that the trees test free of seed-transmissible pathogens, the seeds, both stored and freshly collected, will be distributed to several qualified nurseries which have expressed interest in the project.The immediate goal is to facilitate the propagation and cultivation of trees of curry leaf, in order to provide a local source for the leaves, which are in considerable demand from South Asian communities for culinary use. Previously the commercial demand for this commodity was satisfied by growers in Florida and Hawaii, but federal quarantine restrictions now prohibit shipments of curry leaf from Florida, and Hawaii shippers can send to California only product that has been treated with methyl bromide, which drastically curtails shelf life. Because of the unsatisfied demand, curry leaf is being smuggled into California, as attested by official interdictions and media reports; since these leaves are a preferred host for the Asian citrus psyllid, the vector of HLB, such smuggling presents a grave risk of spreading the insect and introducing the disease to this state. It is our intention to facilitate the development of local cultivation of curry leaf that would undercut the demand for smuggled product.
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