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REPORT UPDATE (500 words-It is not necessary in this public report to disclose your institution's proprietary information or intellectual property.)

The purpose of this project is to preserve citrus germplasm in Florida that is threatened by loss due to huanglongbing and
citrus canker. Using input from stakeholders and scientists, threatened germplasm has been identified, collected, and
established at Ft. Pierce. Presently 66 accessions are being held at Ft. Pierce. These accessions have been subjected to
antibiotic therapy, and are testing negative for Las by qPCR. In collaboration with the Florida Citrus Germplasm
Introduction Program, the accessions are beginning thermotherapy, which will be conducted for a 16 week time period. In
another 3-4 weeks, the thermotherapy treatment will be finished. Experience has indicated that laboratory testing before
12 weeks post treatment will result in false negative results. Thus in September, the accessions will be testing using
laboratory methods for Las as well as other graft transmissible diseases of citrus, including viroids. Following the testing
and depending on the results, the accessions will be forwarded to the USDA ARS Repository in Riverside for further clean
up and testing before release from quarantine. In Riverside, the penicillin/streptomycin mixture, cyclohexamide, D4E1
(antimicrobial peptide) treatments used in Florida are being evaluated for elimination of Candidatus Liberibacter
associated with tomato psyllid yellows and citrus stubborn from tomato and citrus, respectively.
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