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	TITLE: Development of a novel system for dissemination of pathogenic fungus to the Asian citrus psyllid in abandoned citrus groves
	DATE: 03-06-2014
	SPONSOR: [Citrus Research and Development Foundation]
	CATEGORY: [Vector Management]
	ABSTRACT: Abandoned citrus groves in US citrus-producing regions are potential sources for both Asian citrus psyllid (ACP), and Candidatus Liberibacter asiaticus (CLas), the bacterium that causes Huanglongbing (HLB).  In Florida and Texas where grower-driven area-wide management programs are underway in commercial groves, no psyllid control is being implemented in abandoned citrus. Since ACP adults are highly mobile, they can disperse from abandoned to productive citrus groves.  If not controlled, these psyllids will stymie the effectiveness of area-wide management programs aimed at containing the spread of HLB in commercial citrus.   ACP is susceptible to a native entomopathogenic fungus, Isaria fumosorosea (Ifr).  For our project, we are developing a novel autodissemination system that will inoculate ACP with Ifr and use these infected psyllids to instigate epizootics and rapidly reduce ACP populations in abandoned groves.  Our proposed objectives for Year 1 of our project were to evaluate: (1) Impact of Ifr dispensers on ACP populations in abandoned and managed citrus trees, and (2) Effect of time and exposure on Ifr dispensers.  However, as of June 30th of 2013, Texas A&M University Kingsville and the Citrus Research Development Foundation were still in negotiation over the contract for this project.  As a result, no official work or field activities could be started because neither funding nor contract for our project were in place.  
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