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	Todays Date: Atwood
	Organization: University of Florida
	CATEGORY: [Other]
	DATE: 5-27-2011
	HEADLINE: Maintaining existing research trials at the Mid Florida Citrus Foundation A.H. Krezdorn grove.
	TITLE: Expand Research Plots and Maintain Existing Areas at Mid Florida Citrus Foundation
	PI: Ryan Atwood
	ABSTRACT: Mid Florida Citrus Foundation (MFCF) a 501c3 not for profit organization which has supported (past 25 years) and currently supports citrus research efforts of scientists from the University of Florida, USDA and private industry.  The MFCF supports citrus research through the employment of a full time grove manager whom works closely with researchers to ensure that their projects are handled properly and that the grove is an excellent condition.  The management of this grove requires extra financial commitment as grove care cost tend to be higher than a commercial grove due to the nature of many of the research projects.  Current projects being conducted at the MFCF are Asian citrus psyllid (ACP) pesticide evaluation control trials, low volume applicator trials, windbreak evaluation, HLB nutritional programs, new  and existing herbicide trials, variety and rootstock evaluation trials.  

In 2010 MFCF installed fertilizer tanks, pumps, timers, micro sprinkler irrigation, windbreaks and planted trees on an additional 17 acres of grove to allow more research work to be conducted at the facility.  This was made possible due to the fact that the MFCF received grant support from the FCRPAC and an EQIP grant from the USDA NRCS.  These federal dollar are cost share dollars which require the implementation of windbreaks around existing or planned citrus groves and for the conversion of water guns to micro-sprinklers before being reimbursed for fifty percent of the cost.  

In 2011 MFCF expansion projects include an economic study of high density citrus rooted cuttings for early production of citrus in the presence of greening, remedial and preventive tests for HLB infection, new herbicide trials,variety evaluation with HLB tolerance in Florida and ACP studies. A total of 31 acres has been prepared for planting with 25 acres planted this May and the remaining acreage to be planted this year.  This is in addition to the 17 acres that were planted last year.  This large planting of young trees also requires added young tree care expenses and an increase in grove care costs without any fruit to support continuing operations.  

Future plans for 2011 with FCPRAC support include the following purchases; a new laptop for farm manager, a slightly used utility vehicle, the improvement of interior roads with clay.  Additionally the MFCF is has two more annual payments of tractor and sprayer that was purchased in 2009.

In this past year over twenty citrus research trials have been conducted at the MFCF.  Additionally MFCF supports extension efforts.  These efforts included three citrus grower field days to relay research results, visits by international scientists and extension personnel, community outreach efforts such as 4-H and Master Gardener trainings.  The 2011 MFCF field day had an estimated 250+ people attend.

Additionally private companies with a vested interest in the citrus industry have made considerable donations of materials and irrigation equipment for these new projects.  This is a leverage of research dollars that does not get recognized.  Between private donations and EQIP grant monies, the CRDF is getting approximately 2.00+ dollars towards research projects for every 1.00 dollar in grant monies awarded.
	EMAIL: raatwood@ufl.edu
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	FUNDS: 50,000.00
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