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	TITLE: Transmission of the emerging citrus pathogen cytoplasmic citrus leprosis virus by endemic mites
	DATE: 
	SPONSOR: [Citrus Research and Development Foundation]
	CATEGORY: [Infection Consequences]
	ABSTRACT: Healthy endemic Brevivalpus phoenicis mites from Florida were reared and acquired from Dr. Jorge Pena, University of Florida, Tropical Research and Education Center, Homestead, FL.   The mites were shipped under permit to the USDA, ARS, Foreign Disease and Weed Science Research Unit, Ft. Detrick, MD.   Cytoplasmic citrus leprosis infected samples were sent under permit from Colombia to the USDA, APHIS, PPQ quarantine facility at Beltsville, MD and then shipped under permit to the Ft. Detrick lab.  Healthy citrus plants were shipped at the same time for transmission tests.  Transmission tests were performed however mite survival was less than expected.  We are awaiting results.  Mite transmission tests were also done by Guillermo Leon in Colombia and the mites were shipped in alcohol for comparison with the Florida mites.  The Florida mites and a sample of the mites were prepared for low temperature SEM by Dr. Ronald Ochoa and Dr. Gary Baucham of the USDA, ARS, Beltsville, MD.  They reported and produced photos of the mites.  The mites from Colombia and the Florida mites were both found to be B. phoenicis type II.   All transmission experiments will be with the same mite species and type.  
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