Where Are We with Tools
to Manage HLB?

By Harold Browning

he array of grower meetings held across the state is a
I good way to keep up with progress on identifying and

demonstrating tools for HLB management, and the
June Florida Citrus Mutual Annual Grower Meeting was no
exception. The Educational Seminar provided a broad look
at HLB management from a grower perspective, with updates and summaries from
scientists who are in the fight as well. Those in attendance got a glimpse of how grow-
ers are incorporating new ideas and tools into good management practices, and heard
details of some of the tools that are emerging. Attendees heard that there are reasons
to be optimistic. A few of the highlights are presented here.

* Many growers are including newly released rootstocks from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture and University of Florida/Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences breeding programs in their new plantings. These rootstocks have shown
advantage over conventional ones in the presence of HLB, and need broader
evaluation in grower hands.

* Irrigation and fertilization programs make a difference, and there are a wide range
of programs that growers are implementing specific to their site, soils and tree
health situations. While we don’t fully understand the cause/effect with various
nutritional and irrigation programs, field evidence indicates that aggressive cul-
tural practices are slowing decline of infected trees.

* Advances in understanding the interaction of HLB with citrus root systems have
enabled growers to apply specific management to improve or sustain root health,
including altering pH, adjusting for high bicarbonates, treatment for complicat-
ing root issues like Phytophthora and Diaprepes, and considering application of
mulches, soil microbes and other treatments.

 With help from federal funding, thermal therapy is being scaled up, and a number
of companies have built and are testing steam application methods to reduce HLB
disease and restore tree health.

¢ Asian citrus psyllid (ACP) management continues to be important, and there is
a great opportunity to make it better through more cooperative, large-scale ACP
management programs as well as increased understanding of specific tactics
and how they affect ACP populations. The Florida Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services is rearing and releasing ACP parasitoids in areas where
pesticide treatments are not being applied in an effort to dampen the populations
of ACP in these refuges.

* Growers who are resetting trees or replanting groves have a range of strategies
that can be applied to increase the odds of growing trees to maturity with limited
HLB infection. In combination with planting incentive programs, many growers
are removing least productive groves and replanting while incorporating aggres-
sive management strategies.

* CRDF continues to fund research targeting these practices as well as other tools
which are not yet available. Field trials of bactericides continue to make progress,
while additional efforts to identify and field test a wide range of other HLB man-
agement tools continue.
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citrus research and getting the results of that research to use in the grove.
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