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Change is in the Air at CRDF
In 2009, when CRDF was formed, it was
critical to growers that they be able
to turn over every rock in the attempt
Because the disease was an existential threat, one which was thought to
threaten the very existence of a comTurning over every rock meant that
CRDF would fund the very best research ideas, regardless of where they
came from, as determined
by a competitively bid process that included review by
leading scientists from across

considering how best to organize, numerous models
the decision was made to
become a Direct Support OrKey to this decision was the assurance

Alexander, that CRDF would have the
autonomy to fund the best research answers for growers as quickly as possi-

Quarterly Project
Managers’ Reports

search in France, Brazil and Spain, all to
CRDF has been willing to fund research
very promising project underway with
esting to see how Bayer has set up its
process for conducting research, and
how it differs from what I have

teams of researchers from different disciplines, all of whom
are overseen by a project
project are shared with each
team, and the project manager coordinates work between the teams to make
sure progress is occurring as quickly
something promising is found, the project manager brings in regulatory persons from Bayer to make sure the product is something which will be able to
the researchers move on to something
Research in the public sector tends to
of agricultural research in public land

great success stories, and while IFAS has
(continued on page 4)

Large-Scale Field Trials on the Way
Of the $8,000,000 appropriation we received from the Legislature this year, legislators attached proviso requiring that
that this will be a part of CRAFT, a large-scale field trial program
termined that legislative intent was for CRDF to have its own
program, CRDF will have its own, but either way, CRDF will stay
in compliance with the legislative directive and will soon be

CRDF Has a New Website - citrusrdf.org
A new feature of the website is a

will give you a chance to get to
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Research Management Committee Invites 27 Full
Proposals; Goals, Budgets and Timelines Now Due

detailed description of the goals and objectives of the experiment, a timeline and a budget for consid-

Redefining the Orange Certis Donates
The industry has started a discussion regarding possibly
$20,000 to CRDF
must be Citrus sinensis (with Ambersweet also permitspecies, but just one example of a pummelo/mandaOne idea is that an orange
genetic background sim-

rus breeders have developed hybrids that show
and in taste tests various
blends of orange and hybrid juice scored as high
or even higher than con-

tive, I hope to enlist the assistance of the CRDF Select
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rus Industry Annual Conference, Certis donated another $20,000 to CRDF, bringing the total
amount donated to almost $65,000 over the
are made pursuant to the “Certis for Citrus”
program in which Certis makes a donation to
CRDF for every pound of Kocide copper fungi-

(continued from page 1)

-

once told me an issue with university research is the “silo
effect,” where researchers tend to operate only in their
own spheres with relatively little interaction with research-

more narrowly is reasonable even if we disagree with it,
says that a DSO is “Organized and operated exclusively
to receive, hold, invest, and administer property and to
-

be a robust regulatory process moving concurrently with
the research, so there is the chance that researchers are
working on something that could never receive approval

because a private company has its own money on the
line and depends on the commercialization of a prod-

a result of a recent review of DSOs, we can only assume

result, private sector research tends to be more solution
conducting research simply to add to the library of knowledge; the project must be marching inexorably towards
a solution or the plug is pulled, and the company moves

reasons having nothing to do with CRDF for instituting the
change throughout all of its DSOs, but all DSOs are affect-

are also not burdened by the need to publish papers on
for such a long lead-time, not the least of which is it would
give growers a chance to provide input on where they
would want CRDF to land next, and state lawmakers
would possibly need the next legislative session to make

The point is, any research portfolio needs both basic and
applied research, and that means the portfolio needs a
healthy mix of public and private sector research in order
set the stage for applied research by conducting the li-

to CRDF positions on the two critical positions articulat-

This research project with Bayer - and the research CRDF

told to expect two changes to our by-laws which we are

the hands of CRDF board members who are doing their
hoped to have all by-law issues resolved by the end of this

CRDF must not be constrained to fund only research at
believably talented group of agricultural scientists; there
are great scientists in other places, too, and because

one day soon, whether we work it out or not, a reckoning
If a decision is made to separate, CRDF will need a new

answers with this money, what choice do we have other
-

grant
veloping an Ag Business program, although they would both
There is also a school of thought that it might be better for
CRDF to be independent of any unit of government, al-

of whom are growers themselves - spend hours reviewing
from across the country who advise us on the merit of the
proposals, and factor in their own experience as growers
posals for compliance with accounting standards and

Rick
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Quarterly Project Managers’
Reports Available on Website
a requirement of funding have become much more robust,

-

UPCOMING
MEETINGS
CRDF Board of Directors
Meeting
10:00 am

CRDF Board of Directors
Meeting
10:00 am

Contact the
CRDF
(863) 956-8817
(863) 956-5894
700 Experiment Station Rd.
Lake Alfred, FL 33850
support@citrusrdf.org
citrusrdf.org
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